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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims- 

Please amend claims 1, 4-6, 17, 18, 20, and 22 as follows: 

1 • (currently amended): A computer implemented method of configuring a point of 
sale (POS) terminal to execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 
reading generic configuration settings from a first local storage device; 
storing generic configuration settings in a memory; 

conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system-specific 
configuration settings by the terminal, the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on 
an attachod a second local storage device nom^ihin hy ty tm nin ol thr o u g h a d ii uu l 
» onnnn tion bctwocn th e t um innl end the ot ui u K u d u uo cc oupled bv a h,,, tn a r m~„~ 
thetemynal, said first computer system-specific configuration settings including at least 
one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS terminal; 

if said first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on said a 
second local .storage device, copying said first computer system-specific configuration 
settings to said memory; 

determining if second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored 
on a network device accessed through a network; and 
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if said second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on the 
network device, copying said second computer system-specific configuration settings to 
said memory; 

setting a boot status setting; and 

rebooting said POS terminal to execute the handheld platform operating software 
according to computer system-specific configuration settings stored in said memory. 

2. (previously presented): The computer implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
the second computer system-specific configuration settings include at least one of first computer 
system-specific configuration settings. 

3. (original): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
configuration settings identify configuration settings to be stored. 

4. (currently amended): A computer implemented method of configuring a point of 
sale (POS) terminal to execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 

reading generic configuration settings from a firstiocaistorage device; 
storing generic configuration settings in a memory; 

conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system-specific 
configuration settings by the terminal, the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on 
an-attaehe d a second local storage device acceooiblc by the terminal through a direct 
con nection between th e terminal and th u storage dovioo c oupled bv a bus t 0 a processor in 
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the terminal , said first computer system-specific configuration settings including at least 
one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS terminal; 

if said first computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on said 
storage device, copying said first computer system-specific configuration settings to said 
memory; and 

setting a boot status setting; and 

rebooting said POS terminal to execute the handheld platform operating software 
according to computer system-specific configuration settings stored in said memory. 

5. (currently amended): A computer implemented method of configuring a POS 
terminal to execute a handheld platform operating software comprising the steps of: 

reading generic configuration settings from an attached storage device; 

storing generic configuration settings in a memory, 

conducting an automated search for and retrieval of computer system-specific 
configuration settings by the terminal, the automated search and retrieval comprising: 

determining if a network connection is available to the terminal; 

if a network connection is available, determining if second computer system- 
specific configuration settings are stored on a specifically identified network device 
accessed through a network, said second computer system-specific configuration settings 
including at least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS 
terminal; and 
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if said second computer system-specific configuration settings are stored on the 
network device, transmitting a request direct ed to a sp ecifi cally identified device on 
which the settings are stored to obtain the second comnuter-specific confi ff iratinn 
settings: and 

copying said second computer system-specific configuration settings to said 
memory; 

setting a boot status setting; and 

rebooting said computer system to execute the handheld platform operating software 
according to computer system-specific configuration settings stored in said memory. 

6. (currently amended): A computer implemented method of configuring a point of 
sale (POS) terminal comprising the steps of: 

loading generic configuration settings; 

conducting an automated search by the terminal for computer system-specific 
configuration settings, the automated search including determining whether the terminal is 
connected to a storage device acoooaiblc to the terminal through a diroot co n nection betwe e n Ui u 
terminal and tho otoraftc d c vi o u coupled bv a bus tn processor in the terminal ; 

loading computer system-specific configuration settings found as a result of the search, 
said computer system-specific configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, 
and energy saving settings for the POS terminal executing a handheld platform operating 
software; and 
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rebooting the POS terminal to execute the handheld platform operating software 
according to the loaded computer system-specific configuration settings. 

7. (previously presented): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 6 
wherein the computer system-specific configuration settings are read from a storage device or a 
network device accessed over a network. 

8. (previously presented): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 6 
wherein computer system-specific configuration settings are read from a storage device and 
comprising the further step of: 

loading computer system-specific configuration settings from a network device accessed 
over a network. 

9. (previously presented): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 8 
comprising the further step of: 

using computer system-specific configuration settings from the network device. 

10. (previously presented): The computer implemented method of claim 6, wherein 
the configuration settings further include at least one of color depth, peripheral device, delay 
period, communication port, and baud rate settings for the POS terminal. 

1 1 . (original): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
configuration settings identify configuration settings to be stored. 

12-16. (canceled) 
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17. (currently amended): A computer-implemented method of storing configuration 
settings of a point of sale (POS) terminal executing a handheld platform operating software 
comprising the steps of: 

performing an automated search by the terminal to determine if a storage device is 
connected to the POS terminal executing a handheld platform operating software, the storage 
device being n c-oosoiblc to tho POS terminal tlum i gh a direct com m o tion botwocu t he POS 
tormina! and the storage dc uncoupled bv * hn* t o a nrnressnr in the PQS terminal - 

if the storage device is connected to the computer system, storing computer system- 
specific configuration settings to the storage device, said computer system-specific configuration 
settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS 
terminal; 

performing an automated search by the terminal to determine if the computer system is 
connected to a network connection having a computer system; and 

if the network connection having a computer system is connected to the POS terminal, 
storing computer system-specific configuration settings to the computer system. 

18. (currently amended): A computer implemented method of storing configuration 
settings of a point of sale (POS) terminal comprising the steps of: 

receiving a specified event at the POS terminal; 

performing an automated search by the POS terminal for computer-specific configuration 
settings, the search including determining if computer system-specific configuration settings are 
available for retrieval from a storage device co nnected to tho POS terminal u ccu jaibl o to die POS 
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terminal through a direct co nn ection botwe e n tho PQS tcrmim? nnd the fltorag o d u vi o u coupled bv 
a bus to a processor in the terminal : and 

if computer system-specific configuration settings are available for retrieval from a 
storage device connected to the POS terminal, storing computer system-specific configuration . 
settings to the POS terminal, said computer system-specific configuration settings including at 
least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS terminal. 

1 9. (original): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 8 wherein the 
specified event includes at least one of expiration of a delay period and computer system 
shutdown. 

20. (currently amended): A computer implemented method of storing configuration 
settings of a point of sale (POS) terminal comprising the steps of: 

receiving a specified event at the computer system; 

performing an automated search by the POS terminal for computer-specific configuration 
settings, the search including determining if the POS terminal executing a handheld platform 
operating software is connected to a network connection; 

if the POS terminal is connected to a network connection, determining if computer 
system-specific configuration settings are available for retrieval from a specifically identified 
storage device through the network; ami 

if the POS terminal executing a handheld platform operating software is connected to the 
network connection having a computer system and computer system-specific configuration 
settings are available for retrieval through the network, transmitting a request directed m * 
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specifically identified device on which the set t ings are stored to obtain the second computer- 
specific configuration settings; and 

upon obtaining the computer system-specific c onfiguration settin g, st»ri„ g t>^ pttPr 

system-specific configuration settings to the POS terminal, said computer system-specific 
configuration settings including at least one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for 
the POS terminal. 

2 1 . (original): The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 20 wherein the 
specified event includes at least one of expiration of a delay period and computer system 
shutdown. 

22. (currently amended): A system for storing configuration settings of a point of sale 
(POS) terminal comprising: 

a processor for receiving and transmitting data; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, said memory having stored therein computer system- 
specific configuration settings and sequences of instructions which, when executed by said 
processor, cause said processor to receive a specified event, determine if the POS terminal 
executing a handheld platform operating software is connected to a storage device occoooiblcto 
tfao POS terminal through a direct cnnnnntum hnh,, Bm one * ~ m \ m i md th c - to mg v 
deviee coupled by a bus to a p roc essor in the POS terminal , the storage device providing access to 
computer system-specific configuration settings, and if the POS terminal executing a handheld 
platform operating software is connected to a storage device providing access to computer 
system-specific configuration settings, store the computer system-specific configuration settings 
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to the terminal, wherein said computer system-specific configuration settings including at least 
one of brightness, volume, and energy saving settings for the POS terminal. 

23. (previously presented): The system as claimed in claim 22 wherein said memory 
further comprises sequences of instructions which, when executed by said processor, cause said 
processor to determine if the POS terminal is connected to a network connection having a 
computer system providing access to computer system-specific configuration settings, and if the 
POS terminal is connected to the network connection having a computer systernproviding access 
to computer system-specific configuration settings, store the computer system-specific 
configuration settings to the terminal. 
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